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New York is a city where everyone is constantly watching and wanting

to be looked at. | know. It's very in-your-face. | was at a bar the other night
and thought, everyone looks so incredible. There are so many insane
looks going on here. | just want to move to the country, have a baby,

and chop wood.

Would you really do that?

| would like it, yes. Not right now, but in the next few years. | think I'm ready
for a quieter lifestyle. There does come a point where you wonder how
much more partying you can do. Haven't we all had enough? | was talking
to my doctor about wanting to have kids; women are always talking about
this. And | said, | don't know. | feel like | could do with a little more youth
first. She's known me since | was 18 and she said, “You've had a really
great youth! Let's be serious. If anyone had enough time being young,

it's been you! | really only go out two or three nights a week these days.

You’re also living in Los Angeles these days, too, where they tape
Big Love?

| would say | live in New York and work in LA. When I'm there | stay in
Los Feliz. It's a beautiful neighborhood and | could stay there and never go
to the Westside. It's perfect for me. But | never will admit that | live there.
| mean, | do come home almost every week.

How has it been to go from film roles to playing a television character
with an ongoing plotline?

It's been inspiring. They throw new things at you and you have to adapt.
It's not a movie where you know exactly your character's arc. My arc on
the show is constantly going up and down, left and right.

Do you like your character, Nikki - besides your similarity as
compulsive shoppers?

| love her. | wish she could be a little more tender. Those moments are
few and far between. But | think the audience needs to be a little more
sympathetic to her.

And you've done a few indie films recently too.

Yes, | did Lying, M. Blash's film that has yet to come out. And a few
months ago | shot a movie called The Killing Room that takes place in
two rooms. It's a psychological thriller, as if MK-ULTRA (the 1960s CIA
mind-control program) had been reinstated.

Do you ever watch any of your old films?
No. | was thinking | should, but | would have to hire someone to go buy
them because I'd be too embarrassed.

What would you like to do that you haven't yet done?

I'm up for a dark romantic comedy and I'm keeping my fingers crossed.

| think on Big Love I'm more comedic and that's changed people's minds
about me. I'm always pursing period pieces. I've done '70s and '80s, but
I'm talking turn of the century or the 1920s. Or I'd like to play someone crazy.
Not mental institute crazy, more like Gena Rowlands in Opening Night.
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ALWAYS IN THE SPOTLIGHT
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If Chlo& Sevigny hadn’t decided to become an actress, Hollywood
would never have thought to invent her. In an industry that increasingly
seems to create people for parts, the 33-year-old New Yorker has been
her generation’s heroine, fashion icon, and girl-on-the-edge ever since
she landed her first role in 1993's Kids. It would be easy to compare
Sevigny to past actresses like Gena Rowlands - indie leaders who
went more for project than paycheck. But really Sevigny is like no one
else. She has been in film for more than 15 years, and still fascinates
with each new project, each magazine mention, and each walk down
an East Village street. Her current role, as the second Mormon wife

on the HBO show Big Love, might bring her to a larger audience, but
there’s really no bringing Sevigny anywhere she doesn’t want to go.

You must have gigantic closets.

| do. | keep way too much, and my closets are overflowing. | alsc have a
storage space in Connecticut, but it's a drag to take a train, borrow my
mom'’s car, and drive there with all of my stuff. | end up giving a lot of
things to friends or taking it to Tokyo 7 or one of the mom-and-pop thrifts.
I've made mistakes throwing things out that | wish I'd kept.

Do you ever get tired of being your generation’s fashion pioneer

and having to dress the part all the time?

I really don't understand that. | never think my outfits are that great. | always
think they're terrible. Sometimes when | look back on them, even the next
day, | think, “Oh my god” But even when | was a kid | was an oddball.

| just wanted to wear crazy outfits. The tide turned in junior high. That's
when things got a little wild. Before that | wore pink-and-purple-checkered
sneakers, which was pretty weird in my town when every other girl was in
something nondescript. But it really hit in junior high. Even up until after |
made Kids, | had pink-and-white hair. And obviously what you are exposed
to in New York helps. Now | see new models come into the scene and you
can watch how, as they are exposed to more and more, their style evolves
very rapidly. They're taking it all in. That's probably also how | was when |
first started coming here. The thing is, I'm really lazy now. | don't put that
much effort into it.

You were hanging in a very fast crowd in your early 20s. Were you
under a lot of pressure?

| think | was really unaware. Even after Kids came out and Harmony (Korine)
and | became this couple, | never really thought of myself as famous. | still
don't. Some people in my family act like I'm Julia Roberts! But | was really
unaware then, and | wish | were that way now — less self-conscious. | think
| took more initiative on protecting my image back then. Sometimes | feel
like I've lost control of it. Then you see photos of yourself in magazines
where people airbrush you to look terrible, until you basically look like a
drag queen. There are so many pictures out there | wish didn't exist. When
you see photographs of Patti Smith, she looks awesome. She dresses
herself, no hair and makeup. She has complete control. A lot of people in
music do. In film, it's less easy. That gives me anxiety.
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